
 

 

Term 4, Week 8 

10 December  2024 

ST MATTHEW’S COLLEGIATE SCHOOL 

Principal's Message 

Kia Ora Koutou 

I have written poems, a song, and prepared a karanga to farewell our year 13 , so I have decided to maintain that melodic 
theme for the last newsletter of the term and the year. 

Health, Safety and Wellbeing 
So we are singing from the same hymn sheet regarding general health, here are some health alerts and advice from 
Health New Zealand | Te Whatu Ora   
 
Pertussis (whooping cough) awareness and prevention ; A pertussis epidemic was declared across Aotearoa New 
Zealand on 22 November.   Whooping cough epidemic declared across Aotearoa New Zealand – Health New Zealand . 
Pertussis (also known as whooping cough) can be particularly severe, and sometimes fatal, for babies many of whom 
require hospital care. Health New Zealand | Te Whatu Ora is encouraging those who are pregnant or have regular contact 
with young babies or preschool children to check they are up to date with pertussis vaccinations.  Whooping cough 
(pertussis) vaccine – Health New Zealand  
 
Protect against measles; Measles is a serious and extremely contagious disease that affects adults and chil-
dren.  Measles is increasing in countries that Kiwis travel to frequently, including South-East Asia, Europe and the United 
States.   Health New Zealand | Te Whatu Ora is encouraging vaccination for people who do not have immunity to mea-
sles, particularly those who are planning to travel overseas in the school holidays.  Measles Immunity – Health New Zea-
land Measles, mumps and rubella (MMR) vaccine – Health New Zealand  

Funded meningococcal vaccines for eligible rangatahi ; Meningococcal disease spreads easily in close living situa-
tions and can be fatal within hours. Health New Zealand | Te Whatu Ora is encouraging rangatahi to get a meningococcal 
vaccine if they are entering their first year of shared accommodation in a boarding school hostel, university halls of resi-
dence, military barracks or youth justice facility. Meningococcal vaccines – Health New Zealand  

https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=131a642c8b&e=597fa2e32b
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=0cb64e4fe5&e=597fa2e32b
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=0cb64e4fe5&e=597fa2e32b
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=2e767de399&e=597fa2e32b
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=2e767de399&e=597fa2e32b
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=03152ae4d7&e=597fa2e32b
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=e8bec89071&e=597fa2e32b


 

 

 Support with checking vaccination records ; Advice about vaccines and immunisation records for children aged 16 
and under is available from the free vaccination Healthline on 0800 28 29 26, 8am to 8pm, seven days a week.   Māori, 
Pacific and disability support services are available to provide assistance.  Vaccination Healthline - Healthpoint  

ERO 

We are due for our ERO visit in term one of next year. The function of this type of visit is so the Education Review Office 
can assess the quality of education provided by a school and ensure that it meets the required standards for student 
learning and well-being. The main functions of an ERO school visit include evaluating educational quality, reviewing 
school governance and leadership, assessing student well-being, identifying areas for improvement, reporting to the 
public, and supporting school development 

Leavers’ Carol Service 

This event had a bumper attendance and some will be saying that this is because you told us we must attend. That’s 
right I did; I am simply complimenting you on your acknowledgement of the fact you are a part of an Anglican school with 
wonderful traditions. 

A few also commented that they could not hear the words to the song I wrote for Year 13, so as I promised here, they are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2025 

Over the next few days we will be preparing the startup information in order for you to know the details of the opening 
days of the new school year. Just as a heads up, some year 11s will need to come in on Wednesday 22 January to con-
firm courses. This information will be relayed to those concerned closer to the time. Sunday 26 January sees the return 
of all Boarders, and at 5pm at my home there will be the ‘Meet and Greet’ for parents with students new to St Matthew’s; 
again, details will be sent. The first official day of the school year is Monday January 27 January.  

Final Assembly- my closing words on Friday 

My Prizegiving speech will be in the Prelude for 2024. But for now this was my  address to the assembly at Final Assem-
bly. 

“On Saturday- naturally- I will have a great deal more to say to you. But in today’s final assembly… I will ask if you have 
been to Paris’ Left Bank or Rive Gauche. The Left Bank, duly named, is along the Seine River in Paris France. It is famous 
for writers, philosophers, and artists. If you have not been to the Left Bank, to create a parallel for you when you drive 
into Palmerston North you cross a bridge over the Manawatu River. Picture the bank you see as you drive in…on which 
the scenic walk lies - and imagine it with clusters of artists.  

https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=cfd7700476&e=597fa2e32b


 

 

The artists are synonymous by their vocation, and by the scenery that will be common to their paintings- albeit altered 
by where on the bank they are positioned.   

On Activity Day I took time to look at chalk drawings done by years 7 and 8 artists. Their ‘chosen scenery’ was the 
school year. And although positioned on the ‘bank of netball courts’- without consultation (I assume) - they all painted 
those things which stood out for them about the ‘scenery’ of the school year. So, what did they ‘paint’? Athletics Sports, 
Swimming Sports, Seussical, Mama Mia, Winter sports, House Music, Matharapa, Lip Sync, Christmas ahead and so 
much more.  

Every single one of those works of art was about the Us - and not the Me.  Every single piece created by every group of 
artists used every colour of the rainbow available to them. No colour dominated another – all colours were important to 
the art and all colours were needed to create the scene 

All of their works focused on Inclusiveness and happy times together. 

Every single part of their art spoke to the joy of being a part of something bigger…. St Matthew’s.  

So far, I have been here 11 years and when I look back at the scenery of my time-  my recollections are of all the amazing 
colleagues, amazing parents, and amazing students who have graced these auditorium seats. Do not get me wrong 
there have been challenging moments….but my advice to me at those times, and to you when those obstacles appear, 
is to learn from them and then that learning takes you to where you need to be. 

Challenges can also be positive because they are moments when life is about to change for all kinds of reasons and for 
new learnings to occur. So we have a few staff looking to change their scenery in order to paint you pictures:  

To Robyn and Fizz thank you for being you, thank you for being here, we wish you well on your next journeys. We have 
something for you later 

To Amanda Herrick – Buying a business and being in the business of teaching is busy work. We empathise with you hav-
ing to making this tough choice- but we celebrate your decision with you and wish you much good fortune. 

To Katherine Cronin- Hanging up your school apron was a much-considered decision. The new NCEA recipes ahead for 
Foods- may not have titillated the taste buds… but in the time you have shared with us, you have allowed so many to 
prepare and taste their own morsels. We wish you well for retirement Katherine.  

Finally- And again I will say this tomorrow …Year 13 and others departing from our banks to journey new rivers. Go well. 

Thank you for all you have contributed and thank you for all you will contribute to the world 

Always be your best selves. Look out for the startup letter coming in January. 

Have a great and safe break, and a wonderful Christmas.  

 

Ngā Mihi Nui 

Kia Ora Tatou Katoa 

Kiri 

 

 



 

 

Around School 
Boarding Note 

 Thursday night was a lovely way to end the term with our annual Boarders’ Christmas Dinner. Many thanks to Charlotte Kirk 

and her team who decorated the dining room and organised the arrival of Santa (Pippa McLaren) and her trusty helpers.  The 

night was a great way to celebrate boarding by acknowledging those for all their hard work throughout the year and to send 

off our Year 13’s and tutors in style.  

The night finished with the tradition of a chat with Santa over what each Year 13 has planned for next year and a chance to 

share their best boarding memory. 

Below left to right with Santa: Milly Hewitt and Maya Handyside; Olivia Guscott; Pia White and Morgan Wilson followed by a 

group photo of some of our Year 13 boarders, and lastly our winners of the term 4 photo competition- Zeta Radford, Harper 

Gillies and Alexandra Read.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing everyone in the St Matthew’s Community a very happy and safe holiday season, and all the very best for 2025. 

Jo 



 

 

Last couple of days of school year in pictures 
 



 

 

Catering Contract Update 
We are delighted to announce the successful appointment of Cater Plus as our new school caterer. This     decision was 
made after carefully considering the valuable feedback from our recent surveys and completing a robust procurement 
process. This involved Principals, students, Boarding Directors, and staff. We are confident that Cater Plus will provide 
high-quality, nutritious, and delicious meals that our students will enjoy. 

We appreciate your input and support throughout this process. Your feedback was instrumental in guiding our decision, 
and we believe that Cater Plus will meet and exceed our community's expectations.  

Our transition plan is thorough, with a particular focus on ensuring everything is in place for day one. We are working 
closely with Cater Plus to a smooth transition, from menu planning to logistics, to ensure the students receive high-
quality meals without disruption. All the best laid plans inevitably suffer from speed bumps, and these will likely be test-
ed in the first few weeks of operation. However, CaterPlus are very  experienced in working with schools (as well as many 
other organisations) and are aware of all the requirements.  

Our team, along with Cater Plus, is committed to providing a positive dining experience for our students from the very 
start. Thank you for your continued trust and partnership as we make this move. We look forward to your feedback.  

Happy holidays on your personal catering frontier! 

 

Cheers 
Cath Archer 
Chief Executive 
Trinity Schools Trust Board 

Key Dates 

Monday 27th January   First day of Term 1 2025 
Thursday 6th February  Waitangi Day stat 
Friday 7th February  Extended  Waitangi break 
Monday 2nd June   King’s Birthday stat 
Tuesday 3rd June   Teacher Only Day  
Friday 20th June   Matariki stat 

  
       2025 Term Dates 
 

Term One - Monday 27th January to Friday 11 April  
Term Two - Monday 28th April to Friday 27th June  
Term Three - Monday 14th July to Friday 19th September  
Term Four - Monday 6th October to Saturday 6 December 

 

School App 
If you are new to St Matthew's Collegiate, or have yet to download, please follow the link to install our school 
app https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install 
For current families, please update your subscription groups by clicking on the cog in the top right hand of the 
screen. It will take you to the groups for you to change. 

https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install


 

 



 

 

 
 

St Matthew’s second hand uniform (Holiday shop hours) 
 

If you have uniform to sell and would like to bring it directly to the uniform shop during the holidays, here 
are the dates: 

 
Monday 16th December – by appointment only. 

By appointment – during the week Monday 13th – Friday 17th January. 
The shop will be open (no appointment needed) Tuesday 21st - Friday 24th January, 10am - 3pm each 

day.  
Please note that the shop will not be open on Monday 20th January being Anniversary day. 

The shop will also be open as usual on the last Sunday of the holidays. Sunday 26th January 2pm – 5pm. 

Juliet Smith: smcsuniforms@trinityschools.nz  

mailto:smcsuniforms@trinityschools.nz


 

 

Community News and Events 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Website 

School Calendar 

School Notices Facebook 

Rathkeale Newsletters 

https://www.stmatts.school.nz/
https://portal.stmatts.school.nz/index.php/calendar
https://portal.stmatts.school.nz/index.php/notices
https://www.facebook.com/stmatthewscollegiate
https://rathkeale.school.nz/newsletter/

