
Term 1, Week 3 

14 February 2025 

Principal's Message 

Kia Ora Koutou 

I want to take a moment to acknowledge how important it is for you to stay connected with your child’s        
education, and we fully understand that there may be times when you need to reach out to a teacher or other 
staff member directly for assistance or clarification. 

Please know that emailing or calling your learner’s teacher is always welcome when you need support, and 
they are happy to help guide you and provide insight. However, I would like to remind you that teachers may 
not always be able to respond immediately after 5pm or over the weekends, as they also need time to rest 
and recharge to best serve your child during the school week. Rest assured, if a reply is needed, they will get 
back to you as soon as they are able. 

At the heart of our approach is a commitment to cultivating resilience, both in our students and in our       
community. By allowing some space for thoughtful reflection and problem-solving, we are empowering our       
children and families to develop skills that will benefit them for years to come. I thank you for your                 
understanding and continued support as we work together to nurture the well-being and growth of our         
students. 

Friends of St Matthew’s will be at Athletics and Swimming 

Our Friends committee have products for sale on the sports days: 

• Sausages and Bread (onions and sauces available) $4 
• Lolly Bags $2 
• Chippies 50c 



All students are legally required to attend school every day and it is a shared responsibility to make sure    
students attend and engage in learning from when they first start school.  

Please continue to let the school know if your learner is going to be absent or intends to be absent for a      
portion of the school term for whatever reason, like a tangi or medical procedure.  Family holidays or taking 
time off for extracurricular activities (not organised by school) are not acceptable reasons for being absent. 
 
Knowing if your child is well enough to go to school can be tricky. Health guidance to support you to decide is 
available Refreshed health guidance for parents and schools – Education Gazette. If you are still unsure, get 
in touch with us and let’s work together to support your learner. 
 
If you are struggling at home with getting your learner to school, talk to us so we can work together. Our 
school is committed to supporting you.  

Our school continues to build a culture that fosters attendance every day by having: 

• Strong relationships with students and family. 
• A school culture that recognises your child and your family for who you are, where you come from 

and what you value. 
• A school whānau that takes all practical steps to make sure your child is at school and progressing in 

their learning. 
• A school that is safe and welcoming for everyone in our school community. 

 

Mēnā e pāngia ana koe e te KOWHEORI-19 If you have COVID 19- guidelines from Health New 
Zealand 

There are times I sit back and think about the days of Isolation and the military-like approaches and             
processes we undertook to hold the COVID 19 virus at bay. Actually, I sit and wonder ‘did that actually      
happen?’. It did happen and COVID 19 did not disappear so we need to put complacency aside and follow 
the up-to-date guidelines to maintain and others wellness.  As a reminder I have included those guidelines 
here. 

If you test positive for COVID-19, it is recommended you isolate for at least 5 days, even if you only have mild 
symptoms. Below I have put the current guidelines for COVID 19  

1. Start your recommended 5-day isolation period 

If you test positive for COVID-19, it is recommended you isolate for at least 5 days, even if you only have mild 
symptoms. This is to prevent spreading COVID-19 to other people. You would start your isolation at Day 0 — 
this is the day your symptoms started or when you tested positive, whichever came first. 

Isolation means not leaving your house and not going to work or school. It also means staying away from    
others in your household as much as possible. 

2. Face masks 

https://gazette.education.govt.nz/articles/refreshed-health-guidance-for-parents-and-schools/


• Where possible, avoid contact with people in your household. 

• Sleep by yourself if you can and limit the time you spend in shared spaces. 

• If you cannot avoid contact in your house, try to stay at least two metres apart and wear a face mask that   
covers your nose and mouth when near others. 

• Get deliveries, such as food and medicine from whānau and friends, or by ordering supplies online.     
Identify a safe drop-off point outside the house to leave supplies. 

• Clean and disinfect surfaces regularly. This includes things you touch often, like door handles, light 
switches and phones. 

• Do your own laundry. 

• Open windows to increase fresh air flow inside. The risk of spreading COVID-19 is highest in crowded and 
poorly ventilated indoor spaces. 

4. Report your test result 

It is still important to report your positive rapid antigen test (RAT) online or by calling the helpline. This is so 
you can be connected with any help and support you might need. 

Online:  My Health Record(external link) 
Call:   0800 222 478 

If you had a PCR test, your results are reported automatically. You will get a text message with your result. 

Receive a text message from Health New Zealand | Te Whatu Ora 

After you report your result, Health New Zealand sends you a text message from the official 2328 or 2648 
numbers to confirm your positive result. 

The text also has information about antiviral medicines and support options but no longer includes an access 
code. 

Taking leave from work 

If your employer asks to see proof that you are isolating, you can use this text message. You do not need a 
medical certificate from a doctor. 

Leave and pay entitlements during COVID-19 — Employment New Zealand(external link) 

 

It has been a great start to the year. Summer Sport has really taken off and every afternoon the fields and 
courts are abuzz with sports activity - great to see. Keep in mind parent volunteers are welcome so if you can 
lend your skills drop us a line. 

Have a great and safe weekend 

https://my.health.nz/
tel:0800222478
https://www.employment.govt.nz/workplace-policies/coronavirus-workplace/leave-and-pay-entitlements-during-covid-19/


Boarding Note 
We have had another action packed past two weeks with boarders (and our lovely new tutors Nell and 
Awande) busy with a huge range of afterschool sports, endless hours in the pool, music practices, arts and 
craft sessions, youth group at Hadlow, a trip to Martinborough Fair, and the much-loved town leave. Boarders 
have the advantage of being able to make the most of all that is on offer at St Matthew’s so please feel free to 
make contact if your daughter would like to try out some new activities.  

A reminder to all part time boarders that your nights are now fixed for the term. This is very important so that 
we know the exact numbers in boarding each night.  

Please note the contact details below for Main and Hampton House - 

Main House (Years 7-11): 027 598 4404/ mainhouse@trinityschools.nz 

Hampton (Years 12 and 13): 027 426 7866/ hampton@trinityschools.nz 

We look forward to seeing those of you who can make it to our school Athletics Sports Day next Friday. Re-
member that this year our Athletics Sports will be held during the school day which makes it much easier for 
those who have a longer trip home. 

Enjoy the weekend. 

Jo 

Ceres and Fiona at 

the Martinborough 

Tutors Nell and 

Awande at the 

Ella, Ceres, Fiona L, Fiona E 

and Amelie at the 

Dani and Addison Duckett—







• Friday 14 March - Swimming Sports day 
• Saturday 22 March - Exeat Weekend 
• Sunday 23 March - Exeat Weekend 
• Monday 2 June - King’s Birthday stat day 
• Tuesday 3 June - Teacher Only day 
• Friday 20 June - Matariki stat day 

 
  
2025 Term Dates 
 

Term One - Monday 27th January to Friday 11 April  
 
Term Two - Monday 28th April to Friday 27th June  
 
Term Three - Monday 14th July to Friday 19th September  
 
Term Four - Monday 6th October to Saturday 6 December 

School App 
If you are new to St Matthew's Collegiate, or have yet to download, please follow the link to install our school 
app https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install 
For current families, please update your subscription groups by clicking on the cog in the top right hand of the 
screen. It will take you to the groups for you to change. 

https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install






High School Exchanges! 

If you want to know more about overseas High School Exchanges from Your Education, register your interest 
for one of our Online Information Sessions. The next one is at 6pm on  Wednesday 19th February.  All interest-
ed students Y10–Y13 and their parents are welcome. An experienced staff member and returnees will share 

information about the destinations we are offering in 2025 and 2026. RSVP on our website 
www.youreducation.co.nz/next-steps.  

Follow us on Instagram @youreducationexchanges for regular updates and stories from us. 

http://www.youreducation.co.nz/next-steps
https://www.stmatts.school.nz/
https://portal.stmatts.school.nz/index.php/calendar
https://portal.stmatts.school.nz/index.php/notices
https://www.facebook.com/stmatthewscollegiate

