
 

 

Principal’s Message 

Term One, Week 8 

Kia Ora Koutou 

The wet season is on its way. 

Attendance 

Currently and beyond this moment we are focused on attendance. The expectation for every kura is that every student 

has an average of 90% attendance per term. For those students unable to maintain that contact will be made and  

together with whanau a plan will be made to reduce absence. 

Compassion and Tend 

Now I want to share with you my words to the Assembly on Wednesday in acknowledgement of our Focus Value  

Compassion and our Focus Mission Tend. ‘It is always an absolute pleasure to have these moments with you to speak 

about what is important—right now that is Compassion.  

In our busy world, where social media often takes centre stage, it is easy to forget about the power of caring. But I  

believe it is one of the most important forces we can use to make a difference in our own lives and in the lives of those 

around us. 

Today, I want to talk about compassion through the lens of a beautiful mission—the focus Anglican mission TEND, 

which stands for "To Give Loving Service." I have found some song lyrics from powerful and inspiring songs which give 

harmony to these values.  

Let's start with a word we often hear but sometimes forget to truly understand compassion.   Compassion is more than 

just a feeling—it is an action. It is about doing something to help someone who needs it, whether that is a friend who is 

feeling down, someone in your community going through tough times, or even a stranger who could use a little  

kindness.  Compassion can take many forms: a kind word, an open heart, or offering your time to those who need it. 

So, let’s talk about how the mission of TEND—to give loving service—matches with the heart of compassion. But I 

want to make it clear that compassion does not always look like one big heroic act.  

 



 

 

In fact, small acts of kindness are often more powerful than anything. As the famous song "Lean On Me" by Bill 

Withers says: 

"Lean on me, when you're not strong, and I'll be your friend, I'll help you carry on." 

Sometimes, all someone needs is for us to be there. We might not be able to solve all their problems, but just by 

offering a hand to hold, a listening ear, or a shoulder to lean on, we become the light in their darkness. 

And here is the truth: being compassionate does not always mean we are perfect or that we have got it all together. 

It means acknowledging that we all have struggles and that we can rise up and help each other through them.  

In "Rise Up" by Andra Day:  

"And I’ll rise up, I’ll rise like the day, I’ll rise up, I’ll rise unafraid." 

We are all stronger than we think, and we can rise above challenges, together. When we show compassion, we are 

lifting one another up, encouraging each other to be the best versions of ourselves. Think about that for a second: 

you have the power to help someone else rise up simply by being kind, by offering a little bit of love and care. 

Now, compassion is not just about helping those we know; it is about healing the world. When we act with  

compassion, we are contributing to a global wave of love and positivity.  

We started with Michael Jackson’s song "Heal the World": 

"Heal the world, make it a better place, for you and for me, and the entire human race." 

Imagine if everyone in the world embraced this message. If we all decided to put compassion at the forefront of 

everything we do. Whether it is helping someone who is feeling alone or standing up for someone who is being 

treated unfairly, we have the power to heal the world one small act at a time. And the beautiful part is that, while we 

are helping others, we end up healing ourselves too.  

Compassion creates a cycle of goodness that spreads far and wide. 

When we speak of healing, there is something so real about finding peace in the world around us, right? The feeling 

of looking at life and recognizing its beauty, even in tough times. That’s what we can feel when we choose  

compassion.  

In the song "What a Wonderful World" by Louis Armstrong, he sings: 

"I see trees of green, red roses too, I see them bloom, for me and you. And I think to myself, what a  

wonderful world." 

 



 

 

Sometimes, we get so caught up in what we do not have or in what is wrong, that we forget to stop and take in the 

goodness around us. Compassion teaches us to see the world through a lens of gratitude and appreciation. And 

when we do that, we begin to see the beauty in others and the incredible ways we can make the world a better place 

just by being kind. 

Finally, I want to talk about peace, because at the heart of compassion, there is always peace. When we serve with 

love, when we act with compassion, we are not just making a difference in one person’s life—we are contributing to 

a global peace. One of the most famous peace songs ever written is "Let There Be Peace on Earth" by Vince Gill, 

which says: 

"Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me." 

Let’s be real for a moment—sometimes it feels like there is a lot of chaos, division, and noise in the world. But peace 

starts with us. It starts with the decision to show up for others, to listen, to care, and to give without expecting  

anything in return. When we embody compassion, we are creating a ripple effect that moves through our  

communities and the entire world. 

Compassion is not always easy, but it is always worth it. It takes courage, especially when we do not know what the 

other person might be going through. But here is the thing: compassion does not need to be perfect—it just needs to 

be real. 

So, as you leave here today, remember this: whether it is lending a hand to a friend, singing your heart out to lift 

someone up, or simply sharing a smile, you are practising compassion. You are spreading love. You are healing the 

world, one small act at a time. 

And as you continue to grow and navigate life’s challenges, keep this in mind: You have the power to tend to others, 

to give loving service, to make a difference, and to bring peace. You are more capable than you know. 

Compassion is the superpower we all can use to change the world. 

These lyrics from ‘Let there be peace says volumes… 

Let peace begin with me, Let this be the moment now; With every step I take, Let this be my solemn vow: To 

take each moment and live each moment In peace eternally. Let there be peace on earth 

And let it begin with me.  

Actually…Let it begin with you and us,  Have a safe weekend 

Ngā Mihi 

 

 



 

 

Around School  

Boarding Note 
 

A huge thank you to 
Awande and Nell, our 
tutors for their help  
preparing for our  
fabulous St Patrick’s 
Day Dinner and Quiz 
night earlier in the 
week. With no more 
than two girls from the 
same year group on a 
table, it was a perfect 
opportunity for all 
boarders to make some 
new connections in 
boarding. To win,  
boarders had to wear at 
least one item which 
was green… this is an 
occasion where our 
green uniform is  
particularly handy! 

I hope everyone enjoys 
the exeat weekend and 
returns refreshed and 
ready for another busy 
week at school! 

Jo 



 

 

Sport Sheet 

 

Wairarapa Secondary School Sport 

 

WAISS Sport is designed to assist schools, students, whānau and supporters in 
access to updated  secondary school sporting information.   Check out their 
website on the link below:   
 

Wairarapa Secondary School Sports - Schools  

WAISSSport is an independent body supporting Wairarapa Secondary School Sport in the 
Wairarapa. Established in 2021 with a charitable status under the Charities Act. 

We operate within a wide geographical area, spanning the region between Taraua and South 
Wairarapa. The region encompasses ten colleges. 

WAISSSport is governed by the Wairarapa Secondary School's Principal's Association and 
funded by the Colleges to provide leadership, advocacy and support to ensure player  
centered enjoayable, quality, accessible recreational and aspirational sporting competitions 
and events in partnership with local colleges, sports bodies and volunteers. 

https://www.sporty.co.nz/waisssport/about-us/schools-1


 

 

Year 10 Science 
Year 10 have been learning about variation, adaptation, and  

inheritance in this terms genetics unit. On Tuesday Reino visited 

to share is knowledge on the uniqueness of New Zealand lizards 

and how they have evolved to adapt to their bird dominated  

environment.   

School Portal    

Reminder our portal address has changed please see link below.    

https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/ 

 



 

 

WINTER Uniform Message 

The St Matthew’s second-hand uniform shop is currently well stocked with winter uniform. If 
just a couple of items are needed, please come to the shop during opening hours: 3pm-4pm 
Tuesdays & Thursdays (during term time). New students who need to try on and purchase 
everything - please make a 20 minute appointment outside of the shop hours (this avoids 
having to wait in a queue). Email Juliet: smcsuniforms@trinityschools.nz to arrange a time. 

Uniform information on our website: https://www.stmatts.school.nz/parents/uniform/ 

SENCO  - Supporting Student Time  
Management with Academic Planners 
With the school year well underway, I have ordered an academic 
planner from Order Out of Chaos in the U.S. This planner is  
designed to help students manage their time effectively by 
providing a clear visual layout of their schedule. 
  
The planner includes an index page for subjects that aligns with 
the weekly layout, making it easy to track assignments and  
deadlines. It also features sections for after-school and weekend 
activities, helping students balance their academic and personal 
commitments. 
  
If you think your child could benefit from an academic planner, encourage them to visit me to take a look. 

If they find it useful, you can order one directly from Order Out of Chaos. 

mailto:smcsuniforms@trinityschools.nz
https://www.stmatts.school.nz/parents/uniform/
https://ooocplanner.com/collections/academic-planners


 

 

Key Dates 
• Saturday 22 March - Exeat Weekend 
• Sunday 23 March - Exeat Weekend 
• Monday 2 June - King’s Birthday stat day 
• Tuesday 3 June - Teacher Only day 
• Friday 20 June - Matariki stat day 

 
 

  
 
Term One - Monday 27th January to Friday 11 April  
Term Two - Monday 28th April to Friday 27th June  
Term Three - Monday 14th July to Friday 19th September  
Term Four - Monday 6th October to Saturday 6 December 

School App 
If you are new to St Matthew's Collegiate, or have yet to download, please follow the link to install our school 
app https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install 
For current families, please update your subscription groups by clicking on the cog in the top right hand of the 
screen. It will take you to the groups for you to change. 

Website School Calendar School Notices Facebook 

2025 Term Dates 
 

https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install
https://www.stmatts.school.nz/
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/calendar/month/2025/02
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/notices/date/2025-03-07
https://www.facebook.com/stmatthewscollegiate


 

 

Community News and Events 
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