
 

 

Principal’s Message 

Term One, Week 7 

Kia Ora Koutou 

The focus mark of mission for our school is TEND — "To respond to human need by loving service". There will be 

many giving loving service today at the swimming sports.  I found this story which is all about ‘Tend’ and is tinged 

with our focus value compassion and care.  

The Story of "The Community Pantry" 

In a small urban neighbourhood, a group of individuals noticed that many families were struggling with food  

insecurity, especially after a local business closure left many people unemployed. Instead of waiting for external help, 

a few community members decided to take action. They came together and set up a Community Pantry, a place 

where anyone could donate non-perishable food, toiletries, or other necessities, and those in need could take what 

they needed without cost. 

One of the individuals involved, Maria, had lost her job during the pandemic. Rather than focusing on her own  

hardship, she was determined to help her neighbours who were also suffering. She started by donating the small 

amount of food she had in her kitchen, and word of the pantry spread quickly. Soon, more people donated what they 

could, and others offered their time to organize the pantry and deliver food to those who could not make it to the 

location. 

One day, a mother of three came to the pantry. She had recently been laid off and was struggling to provide meals 

for her children. As she picked up a few cans of food, Maria approached her, offering not only food but also support 

in finding other resources in the community. The mother broke down in tears, grateful for the help. Maria gave her a 

warm hug, reassuring her that they were all in this together. 

This story reflects the essence of TEND because the people in the community, inspired by love and service,  

responded directly to a human need. The pantry wasn’t just about providing food — it was about showing care,  

creating a space where people could come together, and ensuring that everyone felt valued and supported. 

By offering a loving response to human need, the community turned a simple act of service into a powerful mission 

that provided both physical sustenance and emotional support to those in need. This modern story aligns with 

TEND's mission of loving service by showing how small acts of kindness can have a meaningful, lasting impact on a 

community. 

That is all I have to write this week but like the definition of ‘Tend’ being about giving loving service, it is with  

pleasure I and we give, with love, service to this amazing community. 

Have a great and safe weekend 

Ngā Mihi 

 



 

 

Around School  
Boarding Note 
Here is a brief look in and around boarding for those families new to St Matthew’s. We are very fortunate to have such 

fabulous facilities for the boarders to enjoy. If you would like to know more about boarding for your daughter, please do 

not hesitate to get in touch. 

Apologies for the error last week regarding the final exeat for term 1. The exeat is next weekend. Both boarding houses 

will close Friday 21st March at 5pm and will reopen Sunday 23rd March at 7pm.  

Enjoy the weekend everyone… especially after a 

big day in the pool! 

Jo 



 

 

Sport Sheet 

Swimming Sports  
What a great day in the pool for swimming sports today, and the sun came out!  Thank you to Friends 
of School for your stall it was very much appreciated by all. 



 

 

Welcome to our  

New Staff 

Hello, I am Olivia Goodsir, and I have had the 
pleasure of being part of St Matthew's  
College for the past 8 years, having  
previously taught social studies before  
taking time off for maternity leave. I  
graduated from the University of Canterbury 
in 2014 and have spent the last 10 years 
working in education. Last year, I taught a 
mix of senior and middle school students at 
Wainuioru School, and I enjoy bringing life 
and excitement to the classroom. I am now 
a part of the intermediate department and 
teach social studies for years 7-9.  
Outside of school, I am passionate about 
equestrian sports and regularly compete in 
show jumping, as well as designing  
equestrian clothing and participating in 
Fashion in the Field competitions. I look  
forward to being a part of your St Matthew’s 
journey!  

Hi, my name is Nell, which is short for Elinor. I am from a small town in South West 
Wales in the UK. I decided to come to New Zealand as it is my parents’ favourite 
country and it has always been a dream of mine to live abroad. I also went to 
boarding school myself so it is nice to be able to give back to a community that I 
gained so much from. My school was in South East Wales and I boarded for 7 years 
fulltime before going on to study for a bachelors degree in Psychology at  
Loughborough University in England. During school, I tried my hand at everything, 
with lacrosse and netball being my main sports. I went on to captain the first team 
for lacrosse at university and also picked up volleyball in my final year. I also got 
to coach and umpire lacrosse and worked for the university’s athletics squad. This 
involved organising athletics competitions and supporting the performance squad 
in an operations role, which then helped me to get a job with England Athletics over 
the summer competition period after I graduated university in June 2024. Before 
arriving in New Zealand in January of this year, I went travelling for four months 
around South East Asia, Australia and the South Island, and had the most  
incredible time. I’m hoping to do a lot more exploring during the holidays this year!  

Kia ora, my name is Haley, I am Mrs Gill’s new Personal Assistant.  I have  come 

from Wairarapa College where I worked in the School Office  as school secretary 

for over eight years.    

My family are big football supporters.  I also enjoy playing Netball for the 

Wairarapa College Masters team.  On the weekends we enjoy getting out in  

nature and spending time with family.   

I am very happy in my new role and everyone has been very welcoming,  I look  

forward to meeting you.  



 

 

WINTER Uniform Message 

The St Matthew’s second-hand uniform shop is currently well stocked with winter uni-
form. If just a couple of items are needed, please come to the shop during opening 
hours: 3pm-4pm Tuesdays & Thursdays (during term time). New students who need to 
try on and purchase everything - please make a 20 minute appointment outside of the 
shop hours (this avoids having to wait in a queue). Email Juli-
et: smcsuniforms@trinityschools.nz to arrange a time. 

Uniform information on our website: https://www.stmatts.school.nz/parents/uniform/ 

School Portal  

  

Reminder our portal address has changed please see link below.   

https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/ 

 

mailto:smcsuniforms@trinityschools.nz
https://www.stmatts.school.nz/parents/uniform/


 

 

Key Dates 
• Friday 14 March - Swimming Sports day 
• Saturday 22 March - Exeat Weekend 
• Sunday 23 March - Exeat Weekend 
• Monday 2 June - King’s Birthday stat day 
• Tuesday 3 June - Teacher Only day 
• Friday 20 June - Matariki stat day 

 

  
 
Term One - Monday 27th January to Friday 11 April  
Term Two - Monday 28th April to Friday 27th June  
Term Three - Monday 14th July to Friday 19th September  
Term Four - Monday 6th October to Saturday 6 December 

School App 
If you are new to St Matthew's Collegiate, or have yet to download, please follow the link to install our school 
app https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install 
For current families, please update your subscription groups by clicking on the cog in the top right hand of the 
screen. It will take you to the groups for you to change. 

Website School Calendar School Notices Facebook 

2025 Term Dates 
 

https://schoolappsnz.co.nz/install
https://www.stmatts.school.nz/
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/calendar/month/2025/02
https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/notices/date/2025-03-07
https://www.facebook.com/stmatthewscollegiate


 

 

Community News and Events 



 

 

https://stmatthews.school.kiwi/

notices/date/2025-02-28 


